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café and you may bump into characters
like Professor Medori, who can recite every
poem ever written about Civita by heart.
Until recently, the only overnight
options were a handful of unremarkable
bedrooms above restaurants, but two
stylish new properties have just arrived.
In May, Paolo Crepet—a novelist, TV
personality, and one of Italy's most
prominent criminal psychiatrists—opened
Corte della Maesta (cortedellamaesta.
com; $88) inside a sixth-century bishop's
house. The stone-walled retreat has
five cozy rooms decorated with antique
furniture and art. Guests can pick figs,
apples, and other snacks from the garden
and take a Turkish steam bath.
Meanwhile, the Italian-born, Chicago-
based architect and designer Patrizia
Fradiani has painstakingly renovated a
dilapidated stone palazzotto: Domus
Civita (domuscivita.com; $§§8), a modem
three-bedroom rental with a cliffside -
garden and the only pool in.town. Fradiani
bought the property on impulse during
his first visit last year. “Civita,” he says,
“is the kind of place where writers,
painters, gardeners, and thinkers are all
living the kind of life they want.” Now
travelers can, too. —MEGHAN MCEWEN
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of Civita di Bagnoregio is just
80 miles north of Rome.

For more European
discoveries, check out
travelandleisure.com/
articles/europes-
secret-hot-spots.
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