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ANCIENT DIGS The fagade of Patrizio's Italian townhouse doesn't give away the Etruscan
caves below and stupendous views of the Tiber River valley.

Design Trip!

By Meghan McEwen
Intro by Diana Bitting

The amassing of able architects and talented
interior designers and decorators in Chicago is
impressive. And so is their work outside county
lines. We decided it was time to highlight
some superior industry players' destination
projects—both stateside and abroad—and

got the scoop on everything from Patrizio
Fradiani’s Old World-meets-modern villa in
central ltaly to a romantic Kara Mann adobe in
Arizona. Each has its own picturesque setting,
its own set of out-of-town tribulations—and a
distinctly different interiors tale to tell.
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TUSCAN SUN

The ancient town of
Civita is accessible
anly by footbridge,
which helps maintain
the ancient feel

and culture.




Patrizio Fradiani
Photography by Bob Coscarelli

V{hc‘n Ravenswood-based interior designer Patrizie
Fradiani and his partner took a day trip to Civita
di Bagnoregio from their Tuscan farmhouse-as-
European-retreat, Fradiani felt a pull the moment he
walked across the long, slender pedestrian bridge. “Tt
felt very quiet, like I was entering a different world,”
says Fradiani. “It's lost in time.” All ivy-covered stone
arches, cobblestones and Etruscan ruins, the storybook
hilltop: town, which is accessed only by foorbridge,
has.remained an Old World island prorected from the
‘modern world. Y

f ) .
While they weren't there Jooking for a house,

)

Eradiani can’s Rl 'sv:'rc:ndipity. They were standing

outside of thc house talking; when the owner popped
het Bead but and asked if they wanted to come in. The
place was a disaster, bot they fell in love with the gilt
beams; hreplace and ‘ancient cavelike interior. “We
made an offer and we bought it the next day,” he says.
The grueling process of renovation included a top-
to-bottom gut job, including digging up the overgrown
backyard, which locals had been using as an unofficial
dump. In the end—after three weeks wich a full staff,
just to unearth it—rthe backyard was worth every drop
of sweat. Walk chrough Erruscan labyrinths that tunnel
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STONE HEDGE
Clockwise from top
left: Mix-and-match
Panton, Magis and
Oriade chairs around
the dining table are
all white, with the
Flos 2087 chandelier
in brass above and

a mossy triptych
Fradiani made
himself providing
pops of interest. In
one of the three en
suite bedrooms, a
cozy sitting area is
decorated with an
Eames Eiffel chair, a
built-in bench topped
with colorful pillows
and a black Murano
glass chandelier.
The traditional
Italian garden is

the showstopper,
complete with a
wraught-iron gazebo,
notted topiary
boxwood, 2 poal
tucked into the caves
and a stunning view
of the Tiber River
valley below.




through tufa rock and emerge in one of the most breathtaking
terraces in ltaly. The only pool in town is secretly tucked into
one of the caves, with a hidden lounge area, wine cellar and a
secret art installation squirreled away in their depths—which
the couple didn’t even know about when they boughr the place
because they were completely covered up. “We were jumping
for joy when we discovered them,” says Fradiani. A testament
w just how ancient the site is, they also uncovered broken
fragments of medieval pots and stone parts most likely from
16th-century window sills.

Yer the biggest challenge was getting materials to town.
“There’s one little tracror thar goes across a slender bridge.
Whatever visions you have—a large gazebo or oversized
tabletop—you have to think about how it’s going to get here,”
says Fradiani, who developed a certain peace with waiting.
“Every day we had to have a two-hour break just to wait for
things to arrive. The project was all abour logistics.” But to the
designer, the long, arduous process became the biggest reward.
“I love the oddness of it,” says Fradiani.

These days, the oddness gives way to pure magic. Every
inch of this ﬁve-srury stone palazzetro, built into che cliff side,
reads like an aesthetic dream—a contemporary rendering
of good raste and architectural mastery steeped in history.
Modernist-leaning furnirure is well-picked and well-placed
(a white tulip-style table surrounded by mix-and-match white
Magis and Panton chairs). And in true Fradiani style, the
space really sings when it comes to the characterful details.
Interesting objects like twisted horn candleholders, antique
trunks and a marionette ensemble sit alongside artwork
and installations he designed himself. In a series of small,

STARK CONTRAST
Above: Fradiani's
all-white kitchen
hoasts letters found
in Italy and Chicago's
antique shops, a
Gontainer dining table
by Maoai and chairs
by Vitra, Magis and
Driade; floors are
original 600-year-old

terra-cotta, Right: The

original local basalt
stone mantle is the
main attraction in the
living room, where
Fradiani reflected

the colors of the
landscape, including
two bright green Lazy
chairs, a Bend sofa
and Fat Fat tables, all
by B&B Italia.

arch-shaped cubbies in the circular stairway, he displays four

sculptures he pieced together with dismembered porcelain
doll parts and found objects, There’s the installation of 47 tiny
bowls painted gold on the inside and a bright green triptych
made from dried mosses, rocks and dirt arranged inside three
wl]l)dt‘n bl)xﬂ.‘i.

The windows are flung open for views of clay rooftops,
climbing ivy and a beauriful, crooked mess of cobblestones in
one direction and the vast, golden Tiber River valley in the
other. “There’s something about the projects I do out of rown—
they're first abour the placc,” says Fradiani. “Then it becomes
about the people: the people who work on it and take care of
it, and ultimately, the people who are going to stay there. It's a
new level of design that I'm experiencing with my work, and it’s
really fun and rewarding.”
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